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only have been allowed under the condition 6?
personal responsibility. The question of signing
articles had long been debated ; it has DOW been
tested. The arguments in favour of It were
mainly of a moral order; the arguments against
it, while admitting the morality, mainly asserted
its inexpediency. The question of expediency
has, I venture to say, been materially enlightened
by the success of the Review." The success of
other periodicals, conducted still more rigorously
on the principle that every article ought to bear
its writer's signature, leaves no further doubt on
the subject; so that it is now almost impossible
to realise that only fifteen or sixteen years ago
scarcely anybody of the class called practical
could believe that the sacred principle of the
Anonymous was doomed. One of the shrewdest
publishers in Edinburgh, and also himself the
editor of a famous magazine, once said to me
while Mr, Lewes was still editor of this Review,
that he had always thought highly of our friend's
judgment " until he had taken up the senseless
notion of a magazine with signed articles and
open to both sides of every question." Nobody
will call the notion senseless any longer. The